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Notes on Contributors

Duncan Du Bois retired in 2010 as a high school history teacher after 34 years. 
In 2011 he commenced research for a PhD on the topic ‘Sugar and settlers: 
The colonisation of the Natal South Coast 1850–1910’ which he completed 
in 2013. Since leaving school teaching he has produced three books on Natal 
colonial history. In addition he has done research work for the Baynesfield 
Trust and the Pearce family of Illovo Sugar. Currently, he is researching health 
issues during the 1850–1893 period in Natal.

ELWYN JENKINS is Professor Emeritus of English Studies at the University 
of South Africa. He is the author of four books on South African English 
children’s literature and two on South African place names, for which he has 
received various awards. He is an honorary life vice president of the English 
Academy of Southern Africa. He was co-editor of Natalia in 2016.

Adrian Koopman is Emeritus Professor of Zulu at the University of 
KwaZulu-Natal. He is currently writing a book on Zulu bird names and bird 
lore, and has developed an interest in nineteenth-century bird collectors and 
‘bird writers’ in South Africa. 

Debbie Whelan is trained as an architect and anthropologist and currently 
holds a teaching post in the School of Architecture and the Built Environment 
at the University of Lincoln in the United Kingdom. She has much experience 
in the field of land claims investigations and heritage reports, which have been 
fertile sources for research. Current research projects include transformation 
of the built environment as a marker of change in society, as well as space 
and intangible interpretations of the built environment. 


